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Over the last 5 months, since our last update, work has been progressing at the
orphanage. Our last update was pre Covid 19 and who would have thought of the
consequences such a pandemic would bring! It has had a devastating effect on our
finances and our ability to continue the renovations. This is understandable as the
pandemic has effected employment, businesses and the believers’ ability to give. We are
in our last month’s work installing bathrooms, fine plastering, installing the heating
system, painting and furnishing the rooms. As we all know this is quite an expensive
stage but necessary as we try and open as soon as possible. We are cast upon God to
help and we would appreciate your prayers. Just the other day as I sat down to try and
work out the remaining costs, my wife Rhoda got an encouraging verse: 1st Kings 9:3
And the LORD said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that
thou hast made before Me: I have hallowed this house, which thou hast built,
to put My name there for ever; and Mine eyes and Mine heart shall be there
perpetually. That was most encouraging and reminds us that, while Covid 19 has its
effects, God is greater than the pandemic. We are totally cast upon God and greatly
appreciate your sacrifices on our behalf. All that is given is as wisely spent as is humanly
possible as we are conscious that God will hold us accountable.
The other day I had a talk with our main builder about stopping. Without funds coming
in soon we will have to stop within the next 3 weeks. It goes against my whole being to
even contemplate stopping as I am devoted to seeing the home finished and up and
running. We have worked long hours every day and haven’t taken a day off since we
commenced again at the beginning of the year. We have worked every day through the
pandemic and haven’t given up as I don’t want to disappoint those who have so freely
given to see the “home” reach this stage.
The home will not be luxurious but it has to function for at least 60/65 children + staff
and visitors. I have approached these renovations thinking – How do we minimise costs
both now and in the future?
1. Minimise building costs by buying in bulk when offers are available, demanding
discounts and therefore buying as cheap as possible.
2. Doing the renovations properly at this stage so that we don’t have to renovate for
many years to come, God willing. This was our approach to the Gospel Hall
building and it has proved cost effective.
3. Thinking of the running costs of the building – insulating properly to cut down on
heating costs and installing a wood pellet boiler + gas boiler to cut down on our
electric usage.
We do have 2 major projects ahead of us:
(1). An electric transformer. The wire from the top of the garden where the transformer
will be situated has been installed underground all the way into the building.
(2). A commercial kitchen to be bought and installed capable of catering for over 200
meals a day.
www.opendoorlutsk.com - Gifts can be given by going to our link “Help us” and
then “Donate”. That page will give the details of the various “Trusts” who
kindly forward gifts to us.

All of the outside work to the building is nearly finished. Security cameras are now
installed and a brother from the assembly is making the hand rails for the balconies and
top terrace.

The main garden is mostly finished
with a little bit of work left to do
closest to the house. We are thinking
of laying artificial grass on this section
as in the future we would like to build
a children’s play house, swings, slides
and seesaw. At the very top of the
garden we have fenced of an area
suitable for some pet animals.

Our new elevator which will service 4 floors of the building is under construction and
should be completed within the next two weeks. This has been a big job and yet very
necessary when we think of the poor “special needs children” we will be looking after.

At the very top of the building we have been able to add 8 small sleeping spaces. Each
sleeping section will be able to be curtained off and contain a single bed, wardrobe, desk
and stool. Ideal for young members of staff or young people visiting us to help out. The
assembly brother who is doing all of the electric work lost his wife Wednesday 27 th May.
Inna was only 49 years old and will be sorely missed in the assembly. She was buried
Thursday 28th May. Vadim plans to be back with us again Monday 1st June.

Our 4th floor is made up of 7 small apartments each containing a bathroom as you come
in, a little sitting area, a bed area, a storage place above and a balcony.

There are 32 bathrooms to tile and we have fortunately paid for the tiles all and got
them delivered. It will take a few work hours to lay them!

A young man in a village has given us a very good price to build all our beds. This is the
first one he has made and presently he is making a further 10 bunk beds. In total we
need 8 double beds, 33 single beds and 22 bunk beds.

This is the area to the side of the home that the local council gifted to us. It was
intended to be a road but the mayor kindly gave it to us in recognition of what we aim
to do in the community. It is extremely valuable. The council has recently put in a paved
road which has ended just behind the orphanage and they have installed signs saying no
through road.
We certainly have no intention of developing this site at this time but we would need to
fence it off, move our gate up to the bottom left hand side of the photo and pave part of
the site for car parking. We will not be allowing vehicles to park in the grounds of the
orphanage due to child safety precautions.

