December 31st 2021

Many are asking – Will Mr Putin invade Ukraine.
We simply don’t know what Mr Putin will do but this we do know God makes no
mistakes. Our confidence is in God who is in control and we are with the believers
in Lutsk to support them in whatever way we can.
Mr Putin is a strong man who is not liked in the West nor understood. He will do his own thing and
the threat of sanctions will have little effect in changing his way of thinking. A strong man will only be
influenced by a stronger man and that type of man is not found among Western leaders. As a
member of the Orthodox religion he is a believer in a sovereign God who is one of the Godhead. He is
opposed to same sex marriage, the LGTB community and transgenderism. He stands for family
values and the role of the “church” in everyday life. Any one of the above would be enough for him to
be greatly disliked by Western style democracies!

What we have said does not make us a supporter of Mr Putin’s military actions but, as believers, we
must keep in mind that God will allow him to do only what is God’s will for him to do! If you look at
the map you will see that Mr Putin is interested in the Eastern part of Ukraine up to the Dnieper River
as well as along the south coast to the Crimea. The river is a natural dividing line and has divided the
country in two since Ukraine declared sovereignty in July 1990 and outright independence in August
1991. The East of Ukraine always belonged to the USSR while the West belonged to Poland, Hungry
and Romania. The East is the industrial side while we live in the agricultural West of Ukraine. The
East is Russian speaking with many being sympathetic to Russia while the West of Ukraine is
Ukrainian speaking and would long to have closer ties with Europe.
A war will arise and Mr Putin will blame it on NATO, Europe and the Ukrainian authorities! He will
attack Ukraine under the pretence of a “saviour” of his people. Russia has the largest military in
Europe followed by France then Ukraine. When two large armies come face to face the results are
devastating. Mr Putin could never take the whole of Ukraine but he would be the victor in a bloody
war for the East and south. For Ukraine it will be catastrophic! War will bring death and destruction
on a large scale and our economy will be devastated. It will result in many trying to relocate to the
West of Ukraine having lost everything in the East.

We in Lutsk, are 400 kilometres 248 miles from Kiev and the war
will have an effect upon us. Many
will be called up to serve in the
military, refugees will pour into
Lutsk but it is the economy that will
affect us most! The local currency
will collapse and there will be little
gas, electric or coal over the winter
months as the West of Ukraine
depends totally on the industrial
East for its supplies.
From the map you can see the area
that Mr Putin took from Ukraine
back in February 2014 (Luhansk,
Donetsk and the Crimea). This war
is on-going with casualties every
week! Back in 1994 when Mr Putin
invaded the Crimea, Ukraine cut off
the only water supply to the
peninsula. This has turned the
Crimea into a desert and water is in
short supply. Mr Putin needs water
for the Crimea and so he will likely act 1. Take the Ukrainian area between Russia and the Crimea so
guaranteeing a water supply and possibly he could move the whole way across Ukraine’s southern
coast to the border with Moldova leaving Ukraine land locked. 2. Intensify the military action in the
East hoping that the Ukrainian government would collapse and therefore install a pro-Russian
government in Kiev.
What will the Western nations do? Little or nothing! Ukrainians remember the Budapest Memorandum
which was signed by 3 nuclear powers (United States, UK and Russia) back in 1994. Back in 1994
Ukraine had the 3rd largest nuclear weapons stockpile. According to the memorandum the three
signatories said 1. They would respect the independence and sovereignty of Ukraine, 2. Refrain from
the threat or the use of force against Ukraine and 3. Refrain from using economic pressure on
Ukraine. One signatory (Russia) broke all three promises and what did the other two signatories do –
little or nothing!
If Russia is the “King of the North” then taking the East of Ukraine is just another stepping stone on
its journey to the land of Israel and only God will stop her in the last days. Our confidence is in God
who always does what is right according to His own plans. It may mean uncomfortable times ahead
and we are determined to stay with the assembly in Lutsk and seek to be a help in the assembly and
see it develop spiritually and numerically. Your prayers are much valued.
The renovations to the orphanage will continue until we open sometime in 2022 God willing! We will
open as soon as we can. The 5th, 4th, and 3rd floors are almost completed and work is well underway
on the 2nd floor. In February we will concentrate on the 1 st floor/ground floor and that will only leave
us with the basement to do and some outside work in the garden! Many have put their trust in us to
see this home open for orphan children and the benefit of the local assembly. We will not disappoint
them and are fully committed to seeing this project finished.
We trust you will enjoy the following photographs and should you have any questions you can email
us at sloanukraine@hotmail.co.uk

5th floor
We have 8 small sleeping compartments that will be suitable for young people who visit us and long
to help us for a number of weeks. All the painting work is finished as is the electrical work and all the
furniture is made and ready to be installed. The only thing we are waiting for is the installation of the
carpet. This work should start 17th January 2022.
Each curtained off section will have a bed, small wardrobe and a desk and stool. There will be extra
storage facilities on the 4th floor along with a toilet and shower and a kitchen!

4th floor
This floor has 7 small apartments with each apartment having a sleeping area, sitting area,
bathroom and balcony. These apartments will be suitable when families visit us to help out
as well as provide accommodation for some of the workers. This floor has a small kitchen as
well as an extra bathroom for the 8 people who will be sleeping on floor 5. All of the
bathrooms are completely furnished and all the bedroom furniture is ready to be installed.
God willing, the carpet should be laid, starting 17th January. Railings have to be fitted to the
stairs and one wall has to be painted and then we will be able to say the 4 th floor is
completed.

3rd floor
This floor has 1 large 2 bedroom apartment with its own kitchen and will be suitable for a
live in family. Also on this floor we have a utility room and 7 bedrooms. All of the bedrooms
vary in size with some sleeping 2 and others sleeping 3, 4, 5 and six children. Each bedroom
has its own bathroom and each child will have his or her own cupboard, desk and chair. All
interior work in the bedrooms on this floor has been completed with only the carpet to be
laid in the corridor.

Ceiling now installed on the 3rd floor corridor.

2nd floor
This floor has a utility room and 6 bedrooms. All of the bedrooms vary in size with some
sleeping 2 and others sleeping 3, 4, 5 and six children. Each bedroom has its own bathroom
and each child will have his or her own cupboard, desk and chair. All plastering work has
been completed, ceilings installed and tile work completed in the bathrooms. 8 bathrooms
have to be installed and the whole floor has to be painted and laminated flooring put down in
the bedrooms. We will continue working on this floor as well as at the same time moving
some of our workmen to the 1st floor and basement.

1st floor
This floor will have a large commercial kitchen including storage and a dining area large
enough to seat 55 people. There will also be a medical room with enough space for 2 beds
and en-suite, a director’s room, an office, toilets, play room, meeting room and a bathroom
room and sitting area for staff. The photograph below shows the warm flooring being
installed in the dining area.

Outside
To the left side of the orphanage we obtained a very valuable piece of ground which will
enable us to move our entrance to higher ground as well as keeping all vehicles from the
orphanage grounds. At a later stage we will develop this site but in the meantime if will be
useful for parking.

Rhoda and I once again would like to thank you for all your kindness to us. We are cast upon
the Lord to provide as we try to keep to our timescale as to finishing all aspects of the
renovation work. We all know that the furnishing and finishing of all the small jobs are costly
but we have come so far and with God’s help, we will finish!
Should you require any further information you can contact us at +380962300049 or
sloanukraine@hotmail.co.uk
Once again we thank you for your prayers and interest.
Yours in Christ, Timothy & Rhoda

